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FALLOUT FROM THE DEATH OF GEORGE FLOYD

A nervous peek outside
Chicago stores and restaurants weigh getting back into business
By Chris Jones, Adam Lukach, Grace Wong,
Nick Kindelsperger, Kasondra Van Treeck,
Lauren Zumbach and Alexia Elejalde-Ruiz
When the city of Chicago
announced last week its
intention to reopen the city
Wednesday, its leaders did
not anticipate servers
emerging with cold drinks
and hot plates of food from
behind boarded-up windows.
But that — along with
nervous shoppers finding
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Antonio Aguilar serves lunch to Darcie Williams and Evan
Jeffries on Wednesday at Ascione Bistro in Hyde Park.

narrow entry corridors
through back doors and
between shattered glass —
was the bittersweet mix of
cautious optimism and
painful reality that greeted
the resumption of Chicago’s
retail and dining operations
from 75th Street to the
Southport Corridor, as modified for a coronavirus-

scarred reality that had collided with the fallout from
the police killing of George
Floyd in Minneapolis.
Restaurants were restricted to outdoor operations on an aptly unsettled
day with showers; retail
outlets had to deal with
limited capacity and other
regulations designed to
hedge against any worrisome spike in COVID-19
infections. Nervousness on
all fronts was pervasive.

The reopening was far
from universal, especially
since the city had not yet
delivered on its promised
corridors of closed streets
open to enlarged patios to
help neighborhood eateries
fighting for their lives. That
meant restaurants with
outer walls with more than
50% windows had an immediate advantage when it
came to capacity, and thus
Turn to Outside, Page 7

Charges
upgraded
in death
of Floyd
Filings now include
2nd-degree murder
as 3 others accused
By Tim Sullivan
and Matt Sedensky
Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Prosecutors on Wednesday filed
a tougher charge against the
former police officer at the
center of the George Floyd
case and charged three
other former officers, delivering a victory to protesters
galvanized by a death that
roused racial tensions and
unleashed coast-to-coast
unrest.
The most serious charge
was filed against Derek
Chauvin, who was caught
on video pressing his knee
to Floyd’s neck and now
must defend himself against
an accusation of seconddegree murder. The three
other officers at the scene —
Thomas Lane, J. Alexander
Kueng and Tou Thao —
were charged with aiding
and abetting second-degree
murder and second-degree
manslaughter. All four were
fired last week.
The new charges were
sought by Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison,
who called the protests unleashed by the death “dramatic and necessary” and said
Floyd “should be here and
he is not.”
“His life had value, and
we will seek justice,” said
Ellison, who cautioned that
winning convictions would
be hard and said that public
pressure had no bearing on
his decisions.
Benjamin Crump, an attorney for Floyd’s family,
Turn to Charges, Page 6
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Emily Ayala, of Chicago’s East Side, waits outside 200 Pharmacy on Stony Island Avenue on Wednesday for her prescription to be filled.

‘IT’S CATASTROPHIC’
Chicago-area patients struggle to get medications as pharmacies close amid unrest
By Lisa Schencker
Many Chicagoans are
scrambling to get essential
medications because of
pharmacy closures amid
unrest over the death of
George Floyd, and the
problem is particularly
acute on the city’s South
Side.
At least 60 Chicago-area
pharmacies have been
damaged or closed in recent days, according to one
estimate from the Illinois

Pharmacists Association.
CVS Health said at least 42
of its Chicago-area stores
were closed in recent days,
though that number was
down to 30 by Wednesday.
Many of them are in the
Loop and South Side.
Walgreens spokesman
Phil Caruso did not disclose how many stores
have been damaged or
closed. But community
members and leaders report widespread closures
of Walgreens on the South

Side.
The closures have made
it difficult for many area
residents with diabetes,
heart problems, mental
health disorders and drug
addictions to get their
medications. People with
prescriptions at big pharmacies, such as Walgreens
and CVS, can often pick
them up at other stores in
the same chain, but limited
transportation options
may make getting to another store difficult.

Patients who want to
transfer prescriptions to a
different pharmacy may
first have to go through
their health insurance
companies, further delaying their ability to get
medication.
“It’s a huge problem if
you can’t get your medication filled,” said Kevin
Colgan, vice president and
chief pharmacy officer at
University of Chicago
Medical Center. “We have
fewer and fewer access

Latino activists cite
need for racial unity
Say discord with
black Chicagoans
signals ‘step back’
By Laura Rodríguez
Presa
The organizing efforts
of some Latino groups to
peacefully protest and
help protect their communities from unrest were
quickly overshadowed by
racial tensions after reports that alleged Latino
gang members were profiling and targeting black
people in Little Village
earlier this week.
“The system is corrupt
and they want to see minorities fight against one

Tom Skilling’s forecast

Turn to Meds, Page 6
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From suburbs,
a call for change

another to weaken us,”
said community activist
Montserrat Ayala, who
helped organize a peaceful
protest in solidarity with
the Black Lives Matter
movement over the weekend. “We need to work
together to dismantle racism.”
When widespread protests broke out across Chicago and the suburbs to
demand justice for George
Floyd and other black victims of police brutality,
Ayala quickly helped to
coordinate a caravan of
Latinos to condemn racism and spread messages
of black and brown unity.
Turn to Unity, Page 6

points for patients, so
when these close down …
or they’re unable to serve
the patients, it’s catastrophic.”
The University of Chicago Medical Center’s retail pharmacy has been
busy this week, trying to fill
prescriptions for patients
whose usual pharmacies
are closed. It filled 902
prescriptions Tuesday,
about 30% more than usu-
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Stephaine Villanova displays a sign Wednesday as people calling for unity between
African Americans and Latinos listen to speeches in Little Village.

High 88 Low 67
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race to position themselves
as champions of social
justice. Does it work?
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Leaders cautiously optimistic as city reopens
Lightfoot, top cop
express hope that
protests calming
By Gregory Pratt
On Chicago’s first day
easing coronavirus restrictions on city businesses,
Mayor Lori Lightfoot and
police Superintendent
David Brown expressed
hope that the city’s civil
unrest was calming.
But, they said, the city
remains on guard against
both the COVID-19 disease
and looting.
“We’re still only one day
where we have some calming of the activities of looting and disorderly conduct.
We are not letting our guard
down,” Brown said. “We’re
cautiously optimistic but
prepared for this to escalate
in case it does.”

The city’s keeping all of
its resources in place, including the National Guard,
and making strategic adjustments to help make sure
residents in the neighborhoods feel safe, “given the
looting,” Brown said.
Still, after being rocked by
widespread looting downtown and in city neighborhoods over the weekend,
Chicago experienced on
Tuesday its quietest night of
protests since they started,
Brown said. Officials also
recorded the lowest number
of arrests since the weekend, with 274, Brown said.
The city also had the
lowest number of looting
calls and arrests, he said.
There were 46 disorderly
conduct arrests, he said,
mostly for people throwing
rocks or verbally assaulting
city cops. Reiterating a point
she’s made for days, most

notably in a televised speech
Tuesday evening, Lightfoot
said the city continues to
encourage peaceful protest.
“We are continuing to
preach a message of unity
and honoring George Floyd
and the victims of all police
violence,” Lightfoot said.
In her speech, Lightfoot
also laid out a series of
long-stalled police reform
measures she wants to implement within 90 days,
which include teaching Chicago cops about the history
of neighborhoods taught
from the perspective of
community members, inspired by youth-led neighborhood tours done by My
Block, My Hood, My City.
The city also will implement an officer wellness
program and complete an
officer support program
that supports cops in crisis,
mandate crisis intervention

and procedural justice training for all officers, and
establish a new recruit program on police-community
relations and community
policing with views from
the community about what
works, she said.
But those measures have
drawn criticism for not going far enough, and Lightfoot’s administration is in a
dispute with activists over
how a civilian oversight
commission of the Police
Department would work,
with critics wanting more
power given to people outside City Hall.
Asked about the status of
negotiations, which stalled
in March, Lightfoot said,
“There are I think two or
three issues that have been
an impediment to getting
past this point. My team is
hard at work on trying to see
what we can forge common

ground. … But these are
challenging issues, which is
why we haven’t been able to
have a breakthrough.”
Addressing complaints
alleging police misconduct
in dealing with protesters,
Brown said the department
is “firm on ensuring those
cases are looked at and, if
necessary, investigated and
discipline given out. We will
not tolerate — zero tolerance — for our officers
crossing the line and violating someone’s rights or using excessive force or violating our use of force policy.
Although Wednesday
marked the city’s first day of
cautious reopening, not all
businesses welcomed back
customers. Numerous
downtown eateries remained closed, including
Portillo’s, and many businesses around the city
couldn’t reopen due to re-

cent looting and concerns
for more.
Lightfoot said the city
chose to reopen on a
Wednesday in part to give
restaurants a chance at “a
soft opening before any kind
of weekend traffic.”
“In light of what’s happened over the last couple
days, some are choosing to
open now and really kind of
getting some cadence with
all the safety and public
health measures they need
to take,” Lightfoot said.
“Others are saying nope, I’m
going to wait a few days and
see how the dust clears. But
really, today isn’t a mandatory reopening. We’re open
and then individual businesses really have to make
their own call about how
they’re going to do that and
when.”
gpratt@chicagotribune.com
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potential profitability. By
city regulation, establishments with dining space
within 8 feet of such windows could open Wednesday for “outdoor” dining.
At the corner of Sawyer
and Milwaukee avenues,
Old Plank was one such
restaurant.
“This one is first,” said
Esam Hani, the owner of
One of a Kind Hospitality,
which operates Old Plank
among other establishments. “But it’s not as easy
as flipping a switch. We’re
trying to get employees back
right now, but a lot of them
are making more money on
unemployment right now
than they did here. … We
also have to teach everyone
coming back new safety
operations.”
Customers Payton Orr
and JD Mathys were sitting
at a high-top table perched
next to one of the restaurant’s massive windows.
Neither of them said they
felt particularly worried
about COVID-19 in the context of their dining out, and
they said they wanted to
support the restaurants as
long as they are open.
“I’m a little afraid we’re
reopening too soon and
everything will have to close
again, but I also want these
businesses to be able to be
open as long as they can,”
Orr said.
“I think people should be
more concerned about the
tens of thousands of people
walking through the neighborhood without masks every day,” added Mathys.
Alexander Argirov has
been through a lot since his
restaurant, Ascione Bistro,
opened last year at 1500 E.
55th St. in Hyde Park. The
original plan was dine-in
only, with an emphasis on
their spacious patio, shaded
by large trees. Now, that
outdoor space is the key to
bouncing back after the
damage the pandemic
wrought on his business.
“I feel really bad for other
people in the business who
don’t have space for that,” he
said, adding that other
restaurants on the block
would have to resort to
putting tables and chairs on
the sidewalk, which requires various permits and
licenses.
On Clark Street in Wrigleyville early Wednesday
afternoon, the popular Italian eatery Mia Francesca
was closed and so tightly
concealed by boards as to be
almost eclipsed from view
even to those who knew it
was there. Many other
restaurants and stores remained shuttered.
But by late in the day, the
heartbeat of the neighborhood felt a little more familiar. Wrigleyville go-to’s like
Murphy ’s
Bleachers,
Houndstooth Saloon and
Deuces + Diamonds were
well-occupied, with more
guests arriving as time
moved further past 5 p.m.
Clark Street almost resembled what it might look like
on a “normal” weeknight,
with plenty of walkers, joggers, bikers, dogs — the
works.
Michelee Harrell, 42, of
Bronzeville, had been looking forward to possibly grabbing a drink at a bar or sitting
on a restaurant patio. Instead, she found herself picking up litter and sweeping up
debris at the Lake Meadows
Shopping Center in her
neighborhood, wherein
many of the stores appeared
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Earth Rider bike shop owners Sharon Kaminecki, left, and Ron Kaminecki return customer Anne Cunningham’s repaired bicycle to her Wednesday.

Victor Hernandez packs up a bag of crickets for a
customer at Jules Pet Shop in Chicago.

closed indefinitely.
“I think we’re getting
further and further away
from normal,” Harrell said.
But farther south on 75th
Street, Original Soul Vegetarian, a vegetarian restaurant, had a line out its doors.
Nearby, Lem’s Bar-B-Q, still
strictly carryout due to hungry takeaway customers occupying most of the available space out front, had
plenty of cars in its tight
parking lot.
“We can’t afford to close
down 75th Street because
the street is too busy,” said
the owner, Carmen Lemons.
“They’re going to have tables on the side and stuff,
but I can’t have tables in
front of my store simply
because we have the line.
We are participating, but
there’s a certain limit.”
In the case of the eclectic
neighborhood eatery
Fahlstrom’s Fish Market on
Belmont Avenue, the closing was permanent.
“The music has stopped,”
owner Glenn Fahlstrom
wrote on the restaurant’s
website, just as the city was
hoping the music was going
to restart. “The restaurant
business as I know it is gone
and will not return for
years,” he wrote. “It was
hard enough when the
playing field was supposedly level. But now it is tilted
beyond recognition.”
Many downtown restaurants also remained closed
Wednesday, albeit temporarily.
A few upscale places, such
as Gibsons Bar & Steakhouse, 1028 N. Rush St., and
Maple & Ash, 8 W. Maple St.,

said they were considering
opening Thursday. And Lettuce Entertain You, the city’s
largest restaurant group, also
held off on opening its outlets on Wednesday and said
it would release a list of
planned opening dates
Thursday.
Two inflatable tube men
— one red, one blue —
danced chaotically in front
of Recess on Wednesday,
signaling that the brandnew patio had opened and
was ready for customers. A
sign out front confirmed it.
Originally part of City
Hall, the 14,000-square-foot
patio in the West Loop is
now part of Recess, a restaurant and bar. It was rebranded when Joe Manna,
chief operating officer, realized the name was confusing to guests, who kept
finding the government offices instead of the restaurant. Two hours after opening Wednesday, Recess,
which is offering a free
haircut to anyone who
spends more than $10 on
food, already had more than
100 guests, with the majority of reservations yet to
arrive. Reservations for this
weekend’s brunch are already full.
The bar will close
Wednesday at 8 p.m. so
people can get home before
curfew. Diners have been
pretty good about wearing
their masks, and sometimes
when they leave their table
and forget, they return to
put them on.
“So many people in this
area have watched this place
go up and have been waiting
for the patio to be open,”

Manna said. “So many people have been like, ’finally.’”
Cafe Selmarie, a bakery
and restaurant in Lincoln
Square, said it was not in a
rush to reopen, citing both
the pandemic and the protests. And on the typically
busy stretch of Milwaukee
Avenue between North Avenue and Division Street, an
area hard-hit by property
damage over the weekend,
very few restaurant sidewalk setups could be seen
on Wednesday afternoon.
By no means had every
“nonessential” store reopened on the first day
either.
Among the stated reasons
for remaining closed? Sheer
exhaustion on the part of
the proprietor.
Hak Tong Kim, the Korean immigrant owner of City
Fashion in Bronzeville, said
he had not slept a wink on
Sunday night after standing
outside his store with a
wrench to try to protect its
contents for as long as he
could. The valiant effort did
not work; Kim said he had
lost $350,000 worth of merchandise. Reopen Wednesday? “Right now I don’t feel
like,” he said.
Other retail merchants,
such as Kelly Marie Thompson’s Logan Square flower
store Fleur, reopened
Wednesday, but only after
its owner had considered
staying closed to show support for those protesting
systemic racism.
Expecting to be open on
this day, Thompson had
already taken flower orders
for birthdays and graduations, and she didn’t want
to cancel on her customers.
“We’re trying to figure
out the best way to respect
everybody in the middle of a
pandemic,” she said, reflecting a widespread ambivalence about a restart that
had not anticipated its own
fevered context.
Layers of plywood covered the front of Ramon
Velasco’s RV Tire Shop at
3554 W. Fullerton Ave. on
Wednesday, but Velasco was
still guiding customers
through a back entrance.
He said he had been
steadily patching flats and
sanding rims.

“We are protecting this
business so it will soon be
operating as usual,” Velasco
said. “The city should open
everything up, because the
worst thing that can happen
is hunger.”
In Wicker Park, the hair
salon Fringe remained
closed, with boards over its
windows, even though
owner Dawn Bublitz had
already booked a full slate of
clients in anticipation of
opening Wednesday. She
said she had decided to wait,
even though the salon had
made it through Sunday’s
unrest undamaged.
“It just does not feel safe,”
she said. “My staff doesn’t
feel comfortable, and I don’t
feel comfortable opening
until the violence has
stopped and the looting has
stopped.”
Some customers also
found that their original
intentions for the day had
been overwhelmed by
changed circumstances.
A lack of space was the
order of the day. But along
one section of Division
Street on Wednesday afternoon, restaurants like Mac’s
Wood Grilled, Black Hole
Bar, Janik’s Cafe and more
were seating outdoor diners. At the Black Hole Bar,
Brendan O’Donnell admitted to some “trepidation”
before going out.
“It was definitely a little
strange,” said O’Donnell as
he was having a beverage
with a friend. “It was almost
like we weren’t sure what to
do once we got here. It’s
been a strange two and a
half months.”
Many of the shoppers out
and about in Chicago on
Wednesday were in agreement.
“I just needed to get out
of the house,” said Stephanie
Fenza, 56, of Logan Square,
browsing at the Family
Thrift Store on Milwaukee
Avenue early Wednesday
afternoon, adding that socially distanced shopping
felt to her safer than going to
a restaurant.
“I need summer clothes
for my kids and my son’s
eighth grade graduation,”
said Lisa Rubio, 33, of Logan
Square, who was also picking up food for her hungry

parakeet at Jules Pet Shop,
2214 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Personal services like
hairdressers and tattoo artists also were back in business Wednesday, although it
hardly was a normal day for
either a brush or a needle.
Luis Perez, owner of Fundamental Body Piercing,
said he had mixed feelings
about reopening amid the
fallout from Floyd’s death,
but wasn’t worried about his
business’s security.
“If I didn’t need the
money, I would be out
showing support,” he said.
But Perez, of Humboldt
Park, said he couldn’t afford
to stay closed, especially
when rules meant to slow
the spread of COVID-19
mean he now can only work
with one client at a time,
down from a prior maximum of seven.
His first three days,
though, were fully booked.
“People can’t wait to take
care of themselves and buy
something that makes them
feel good,” he said.
Most Chicagoan though,
whether taking orders or
pulling out their credit cards
or nervously watching to see
who did or did not show up
to make the risk worthwhile,
described the day in cautious
and ambivalent terms.
With occasional bursts of
Chicago-style fortitude, determination and optimism.
“It’s been really hard for
all this time,” said Luis
Calderon, one of the owners
of the Savanna Restaurant,
an American-Ecuadorian
breakfast and lunch spot in
North Center.
“I’m happy for everything
and what’s coming for now,”
he said. “We’re so excited.
It’s going to be hard, but
we’re going to see what we
can do.”
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